
AAU Mission Statements  

August 14, 2012  1 | P a g e  

 

Brandeis University  

Brandeis University is a community of scholars and students united by their commitment to the pursuit 
of knowledge and its transmission from generation to generation. As a research university, Brandeis is 
dedicated to the advancement of the humanities, arts and social, natural and physical sciences. As a 
liberal arts college, Brandeis affirms the importance of a broad and critical education in enriching the 
lives of students and preparing them for full participation in a changing society, capable of promoting 
their own welfare, yet remaining deeply concerned about the welfare of others. 

In a world of challenging social and technological transformations, Brandeis remains a center of open 
inquiry and teaching, cherishing its independence from any doctrine or government. It strives to reflect 
the heterogeneity of the United States and of the world community whose ideas and concerns it shares. 
In the belief that the most important learning derives from the personal encounter and joint work of 
teacher and students, Brandeis encourages undergraduates and postgraduates to participate with 
distinguished faculty in research, scholarship and artistic activities. 

Brandeis was founded in 1948 as a nonsectarian university under the sponsorship of the American 
Jewish community to embody its highest ethical and cultural values and to express its gratitude to the 
United States through the traditional Jewish commitment to education. By being a nonsectarian 
university that welcomes students, teachers and staff of every nationality, religion and orientation, 
Brandeis renews the American heritage of cultural diversity, equal access to opportunity and freedom of 
expression. 

The university that carries the name of the justice who stood for the rights of individuals must be 
distinguished by academic excellence, by truth pursued wherever it may lead and by awareness of the 
power and responsibilities that come with knowledge. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Brown University  

The mission of Brown University is to serve the community, the nation, and the world by discovering, 

communicating, and preserving knowledge and understanding in a spirit of free inquiry, and by 

educating and preparing students to discharge the offices of life with usefulness and reputation. We do 

this through a partnership of students and teachers in a unified community known as a university-

college. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

California Institute of Technology  

The mission of the California Institute of Technology is to expand human knowledge and benefit society 
through research integrated with education. We investigate the most challenging, fundamental 
problems in science and technology in a singularly collegial, interdisciplinary atmosphere, while 
educating outstanding students to become creative members of society. 
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Carnegie Mellon University  
 
To create and disseminate knowledge and art through research and creative inquiry, teaching, and 
learning, and to transfer our intellectual and artistic product to enhance society in meaningful and 
sustainable ways. 
 
To serve our students by teaching them problem solving, leadership and teamwork skills, and the value 
of a commitment to quality, ethical behavior, and respect for others. 
 
To achieve these ends by pursuing the advantages of a diverse and relatively small university 
community, open to the exchange of ideas, where discovery, creativity, and personal and professional 

development can flourish. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Case Western Reserve  

Case Western Reserve University improves people's lives through preeminent research, education and 
creative endeavor. We realize this goal through: 

 Scholarship that capitalizes on the power of collaboration. 
 Learning that is active, creative and continuous. 
 Promotion of an inclusive culture of global citizenship. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Columbia University  

Columbia University is one of the world's most important centers of research and at the same time a 
distinctive and distinguished learning environment for undergraduates and graduate students in many 
scholarly and professional fields. The University recognizes the importance of its location in New York 
City and seeks to link its research and teaching to the vast resources of a great metropolis. It seeks to 
attract a diverse and international faculty and student body, to support research and teaching on global 
issues, and to create academic relationships with many countries and regions. It expects all areas of the 
university to advance knowledge and learning at the highest level and to convey the products of its 
efforts to the world. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Cornell University  

Cornell is a private, Ivy League university and the land grant university for New York State. Cornell's 
mission is to discover, preserve, and disseminate knowledge; produce creative work; and promote a 
culture of broad inquiry throughout and beyond the Cornell community. Cornell also aims, through 
public service, to enhance the lives and livelihoods of our students, the people of New York, and others 
around the world. 



AAU Mission Statements  

August 14, 2012  3 | P a g e  

 

Duke University 

Approved by the Duke University Board of Trustees October 1, 1994, and revised February 23, 2001, 
the Mission Statement for Duke University reads as follows: 

"James B. Duke's founding Indenture of Duke University directed the members of the University to 
'provide real leadership in the educational world' by choosing individuals of 'outstanding character, 
ability, and vision' to serve as its officers, trustees and faculty; by carefully selecting students of 
'character, determination and application;' and by pursuing those areas of teaching and scholarship that 
would 'most help to develop our resources, increase our wisdom, and promote human happiness.' 

“To these ends, the mission of Duke University is to provide a superior liberal education to 
undergraduate students, attending not only to their intellectual growth but also to their development as 
adults committed to high ethical standards and full participation as leaders in their communities; to 
prepare future members of the learned professions for lives of skilled and ethical service by providing 
excellent graduate and professional education; to advance the frontiers of knowledge and contribute 
boldly to the international community of scholarship; to promote an intellectual environment built on a 
commitment to free and open inquiry; to help those who suffer, cure disease, and promote health, 
through sophisticated medical research and thoughtful patient care; to provide wide ranging 
educational opportunities, on and beyond our campuses, for traditional students, active professionals 
and life-long learners using the power of information technologies; and to promote a deep appreciation 
for the range of human difference and potential, a sense of the obligations and rewards of citizenship, 
and a commitment to learning, freedom and truth. 

“By pursuing these objectives with vision and integrity, Duke University seeks to engage the mind, 
elevate the spirit, and stimulate the best effort of all who are associated with the University; to 
contribute in diverse ways to the local community, the state, the nation and the world; and to attain and 
maintain a place of real leadership in all that we do.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Emory University  

Emory University's mission is to create, preserve, teach, and apply knowledge in the service of 
humanity. 

To fulfill this mission, the University supports the full range of scholarship, from undergraduate to 
advanced graduate and professional instruction, and from basic research to its application in public 
service. While being a comprehensive research university, Emory limits its academic scope to those 
fields in which, by virtue of its history and location, it can excel. Hence its academic programs focus on 
the arts and sciences, business, law, theology, and the health professions. These disciplines are unified 
by their devotion to liberal learning; by cooperative interdisciplinary programs; and by the common 
pursuit of intellectual distinction. 

The Emory community is open to all who meet its high standards of intelligence, competence, and 
integrity. It welcomes a diversity of ethnic, cultural, socioeconomic, religious, national, and international 
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backgrounds, believing that the intellectual and social energy that results from such diversity is a 
primary asset of the University. 

In keeping with the demand that teaching, learning, research, and service be measured by high 
standards of integrity and excellence, and believing that each person and every level of scholarly activity 
should be valued on its own merits, the University aims to imbue scholarship at Emory with 

 A commitment to humane teaching and mentorship and a respectful interaction among faculty, 
students, and staff; 

 Open disciplinary boundaries that encourage integrative teaching, research, and scholarship; 
 A commitment to use knowledge to improve human well-being; and 
 A global perspective on the human condition. 

The University, founded by the Methodist Episcopal Church, cherishes its historical affiliation with the 
United Methodist Church. While Emory's programs are today entirely nonsectarian (except for those at 
the Candler School of Theology), the University has derived from this heritage the conviction that 
education can be a strong moral force in both society and the lives of its individual members. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Georgia Tech  
 
Technological change is fundamental to the advancement of the human condition. The Georgia Tech 
community—students, staff, faculty, and alumni—will realize our motto of “Progress and Service” 
through effectiveness and innovation in teaching and learning, our research advances, and 
entrepreneurship in all sectors of society. We will be leaders in improving the human condition in 
Georgia, the United States, and around the globe. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Harvard University 

Harvard University (comprising the undergraduate college, the graduate schools, other academic bodies, 
research centers and affiliated institutions) does not have a formal mission statement. 

Harvard College, the undergraduate program, released the following mission statement: 

The Mission of Harvard College 

Harvard College adheres to the purposes for which the Charter of 1650 was granted: “The advancement 
of all good literature, arts, and sciences; the advancement and education of youth in all manner of good 
literature, arts, and sciences; and all other necessary provisions that may conduce to the education of 
the … youth of this country….” In brief: Harvard strives to create knowledge, to open the minds of 
students to that knowledge, and to enable students to take best advantage of their educational 
opportunities. To these ends, the College encourages students to respect ideas and their free 
expression, and to rejoice in discovery and in critical thought; to pursue excellence in a spirit of 
productive cooperation; and to assume responsibility for the consequences of personal actions. Harvard 
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seeks to identify and to remove restraints on students’ full participation, so that individuals may explore 
their capabilities and interests and may develop their full intellectual and human potential. Education at 
Harvard should liberate students to explore, to create, to challenge, and to lead. The support the College 
provides to students is a foundation upon which self-reliance and habits of lifelong learning are built: 
Harvard expects that the scholarship and collegiality it fosters in its students will lead them in their later 
lives to advance knowledge, to promote understanding, and to serve society. 

Harry R. Lewis 
Dean of Harvard College 
February 23, 1997 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Indiana University  

Indiana University is a major multi-campus public research institution, grounded in the liberal arts and 
sciences, and a world leader in professional, medical, and technological education. Indiana University’s 
mission is to provide broad access to undergraduate, graduate, and continuing education for students 
throughout Indiana, the United States, and the world, as well as outstanding academic and cultural 
programs and student services. Indiana University seeks to create dynamic partnerships with the state 
and local communities in economic, social, and cultural development and to offer leadership in creative 
solutions for 21st century problems. Indiana University strives to achieve full diversity, and to maintain 
friendly, collegial, and humane environments, with a strong commitment to academic freedom. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Iowa State University 

Mission: Create, share, and apply knowledge to make Iowa and the world a better place. 

We must prepare the leaders of our nation and the world. To make the world a better place, Iowa State 
will call upon its great strengths in student-centered education, global collaboration, and 
transformational basic and applied research. Iowa State will lead in developing more sustainable ways to 
produce and deliver safe and nutritious food, water, materials, and energy; integrate the protection of 
plant, animal, and human health; and care for our environment. We will design tools and infrastructure 
that will create entrepreneurial opportunities. The major changes sweeping the world are creating 
extraordinary opportunities for Iowa State to capitalize on its land-grant mission and be at the forefront 
in addressing our common, global challenges. 

 To create knowledge, Iowa State must be a magnet for attracting outstanding students, faculty, 
and staff who will learn, work, and conduct world-class research and scholarship that address 
the challenges of the 21st century. 

 To share knowledge, Iowa State's faculty, staff, and students must be able to communicate with 
and learn from diverse populations. The University must maintain a strong focus on student 
success and provide exceptional undergraduate, graduate, professional, and outreach programs 
that prepare students and citizens for leadership and success. 
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 To apply knowledge, Iowa State's faculty, staff, and students must be able to develop global 
partnerships to convert what they know into products, services, and information that will 
improve the quality of life for the citizens of Iowa, the nation, and the world. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Johns Hopkins University 
 
The mission of The Johns Hopkins University is to educate its students and cultivate their capacity for 
life-long learning, to foster independent and original research, and to bring the benefits of discovery to 
the world. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

The mission of MIT is to advance knowledge and educate students in science, technology, and other 
areas of scholarship that will best serve the nation and the world in the twenty-first century. 

The Institute is committed to generating, disseminating, and preserving knowledge, and to working with 
others to bring this knowledge to bear on the world's great challenges. MIT is dedicated to providing its 
students with an education that combines rigorous academic study and the excitement of discovery 
with the support and intellectual stimulation of a diverse campus community. We seek to develop in 
each member of the MIT community the ability and passion to work wisely, creatively, and effectively 
for the betterment of humankind. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

McGill University 

The Mission of McGill University is the advancement of learning through teaching, scholarship and 
service to society: by offering to outstanding undergraduate and graduate students the best education 
available; by carrying out scholarly activities judged to be excellent when measured against the highest 
international standards; and by providing service to society in those ways for which we are well-suited 
by virtue of our academic strengths. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Michigan State University 

Michigan State University, a member of the Association of American Universities and one of the top 100 
research universities in the world, was founded in 1855. We are an inclusive, academic community 
known for our traditionally strong academic disciplines and professional programs, and our liberal arts 
foundation. Our cross- and interdisciplinary enterprises connect the sciences , humanities, and 
professions in practical, sustainable, and innovative ways to address society’s rapidly changing needs. 
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As a public, research-intensive, land-grant university funded in part by the state of Michigan, our mission 
is to advance knowledge and transform lives by: 

 providing outstanding undergraduate, graduate, and professional education to promising, 
qualified students in order to prepare them to contribute fully to society as globally engaged 
citizen leaders 

 conducting research of the highest caliber that seeks to answer questions and create solutions 
in order to expand human understanding and make a positive difference, both locally and 
globally 

 advancing outreach, engagement, and economic development activities that are innovative, 
research-driven, and lead to a better quality of life for individuals and communities, at home 
and around the world 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New York University 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Northwestern University 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ohio State 

The Ohio State University has as its mission the attainment of international distinction in education, 
scholarship, and public service. As the state's leading comprehensive teaching and research university, 
Ohio State combines a responsibility for the advancement and dissemination of knowledge with land-
grant heritage of public service. It offers an extensive range of academic programs in the liberal arts, the 
sciences, and the professions.  

Ohio State provides accessible, high-quality undergraduate and graduate education for qualified 
students who are able to benefit from a scholarly environment in which research inspires and informs 
teaching. At Ohio State we celebrate and learn from our diversity, and we value individual differences. 
Academic freedom is defended within an environment of civility, tolerance, and mutual respect.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Penn State 

Penn State is a multicampus public research university that educates students from Pennsylvania, the 
nation and the world, and improves the well being and health of individuals and communities through 
integrated programs of teaching, research, and service.  
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Our instructional mission includes undergraduate, graduate, professional, and continuing education 
offered through both resident instruction and online delivery. Our educational programs are enriched by 
the cutting edge knowledge, diversity, and creativity of our faculty, students, and staff.  

Our research, scholarship, and creative activity promote human and economic development, global 
understanding, and progress in professional practice through the expansion of knowledge and its 
applications in the natural and applied sciences, social sciences, arts, humanities, and the professions.  

As Pennsylvania's land-grant university, we provide unparalleled access and public service to support the 
citizens of the Commonwealth. We engage in collaborative activities with industrial, educational, and 
agricultural partners here and abroad to generate, disseminate, integrate, and apply knowledge that is 
valuable to society. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Princeton University 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Purdue University 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Rice University 

As a leading research university with a distinctive commitment to undergraduate education, Rice 
University aspires to pathbreaking research, unsurpassed teaching, and contribution to the betterment 
of our world. It seeks to fulfill this mission by cultivating a diverse community of learning and discovery 
that produces leaders across the spectrum of human endeavor. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Rutgers 

As the sole comprehensive public research university in the state’s system of higher education, Rutgers, 
The State University of New Jersey, has the threefold mission of: 

 providing for the instructional needs of New Jersey’s citizens through its undergraduate, 
graduate, and continuing education programs; 

 conducting the cutting-edge research that contributes to the medical, environmental, social 
and cultural well-being of the state, as well as aiding the economy and the state’s businesses 
and industries; and 

 performing public service in support of the needs of the citizens of the state and its local, 
county, and state governments. 
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Stanford 

The Stanford University Founding Grant , dated November 11, 1885, outlines the founding principles 
of the University. The Founding Grant describes the "Nature, Object, and Purposes of the 
Institution" founded by Leland Stanford and Jane Lathrop Stanford in these terms: 

Its nature, that of a university with such seminaries of learning as shall make it of the highest 
grade, including mechanical institutes, museums, galleries of art, laboratories, and 
conservatories, together with all things necessary for the study of agriculture in all its branches, 
and for mechanical training, and the studies and exercises directed to the cultivation and 
enlargement of the mind; 

Its object, to qualify its students for personal success, and direct usefulness in life; 

And its purposes, to promote the public welfare by exercising an influence in behalf of humanity 
and civilization, teaching the blessings of liberty regulated by law, and inculcating love and 
reverence for the great principles of government as derived from the inalienable rights of man 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Stony Brook University 

The University has a five-part mission: 

 to provide comprehensive undergraduate, graduate, and professional education of the highest 
quality; 

 to carry out research and intellectual endeavors of the highest international standards that 
advance knowledge and have immediate or long-range practical significance; 

 to provide leadership for economic growth, technology, and culture for neighboring 
communities and the wider geographic region; 

 to provide state-of-the-art innovative health care, while serving as a resource to a regional 
health care network and to the traditionally underserved; 

 to fulfill these objectives while celebrating diversity and positioning the University in the global 
community. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Texas A & M University 

Texas A&M University is dedicated to the discovery, development, communication, and application of 
knowledge in a wide range of academic and professional fields. Its mission of providing the highest 
quality undergraduate and graduate programs is inseparable from its mission of developing new 
understandings through research and creativity. It prepares students to assume roles in leadership, 
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responsibility, and service to society. Texas A&M assumes as its historic trust the maintenance of 
freedom of inquiry and an intellectual environment nurturing the human mind and spirit. It welcomes 
and seeks to serve persons of all racial, ethnic, and geographic groups, women and men alike, as it 
addresses the needs of an increasingly diverse population and a global economy. In the twenty-first 
century, Texas A&M University seeks to assume a place of preeminence among public universities while 
respecting its history and traditions. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tulane University 

Tulane's purpose is to create, communicate and conserve knowledge in order to enrich the capacity of 
individuals, organizations and communities to think, to learn and to act and lead with integrity and 
wisdom. 

Tulane pursues this mission by cultivating an environment that focuses on learning and the generation 
of new knowledge; by expecting and rewarding teaching and research of extraordinarily high quality and 
impact; and by fostering community-building initiatives as well as scientific, cultural and social 
understanding that integrate with and strengthen learning and research. This mission is pursued in the 
context of the unique qualities of our location in New Orleans and our continual aspiration to be a truly 

distinctive international university. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University of Arizona 
 
As a public research university serving the diverse citizens of Arizona and beyond, the mission of the 
University of Arizona is to provide a comprehensive, high-quality education that engages our students in 
discovery through research and broad-based scholarship. We aim to empower our graduates to be 
leaders in solving complex societal problems. Whether in teaching, research, outreach or student 
engagement, access and quality are the defining attributes of the University of Arizona's mission. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University at Buffalo, The State University of New York 
 
At the University at Buffalo, we view the tripartite mission of the public university – research, 
education, and public service – not as separate or discrete actions, but as interdependent activities 
continually informing and enriching each other. As a public research university, we value our 
institutional responsibility to bring the benefits of our research, scholarship, and teaching excellence 
to the members of our local and world communities in ways that enhance both our understanding of 
our world and the quality of life for all people 
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University of California, Berkeley 

The distinctive mission of the University is to serve society as a center of higher learning, providing long-
term societal benefits through transmitting advanced knowledge, discovering new knowledge, and 
functioning as an active working repository of organized knowledge. That obligation, more specifically, 
includes undergraduate education, graduate and professional education, research, and other kinds of 
public service, which are shaped and bounded by the central pervasive mission of discovering and 
advancing knowledge. — from the University of California Academic Plan, 1974-1978 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University of California, Davis 

UC Davis, a foremost public research university, is committed to advancing the human condition by 
improving the quality of life throughout California, across the nation and around the world. Since its 
founding in1908, UC Davis has been dedicated to the land-grant tradition, which holds that the broad 
purpose of a public university is service to people and society. For more than a century, we have 
prepared and inspired students, identified some of society's most pressing problems, and worked to 
shape solutions to those very challenges. As we look to the future, the university's mission reflects those 
achievements and our enduring responsibility. 

That mission is to generate, apply and share knowledge to improve quality of life throughout our 
communities and around the globe. To that end, UC Davis is committed to developing and sustaining 
leading programs in the arts, humanities, biological and physical sciences and social sciences—
disciplines at the core of all universities; agricultural and environmental disciplines and engineering; and 
professional studies in education, law, management, medicine, nursing, and veterinary medicine. 

In all of these programs, the campus integrates three purposes: teaching students as a partnership 
between faculty mentors and young scholars; advancing knowledge and pioneering studies through 
creative endeavors, research and scholarship; and applying that knowledge to address the needs of the 
region, state, nation and globe.  

Several guiding principles reinforce the campus's dedication to excellence in such critical areas as 
student learning, the breadth and depth of a liberal arts education, academic freedom, shared 
governance with faculty, and the advancement of the campus community.  

Our undergraduate education couples the central elements of a liberal education with considerable 
opportunities for personal development and academic enrichment through programs for undergraduate 
research, internships, and student life. Through our graduate programs, UC Davis is on a course to 
redefine the role of a leading public research university, enhancing our wide range of specialized 
academic fields with the distinctive graduate group structure, which permits students to pursue lines of 
inquiry that cross traditional disciplinary lines. 

With our academic strengths and land-grant mission in mind, and the aspiration of being a 
transformative, world-class university at heart, UC Davis abides by the following commitments: 
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 Inspire and support excellence, and the success and engagement of our students, faculty, staff 
and alumni to learn, experiment and achieve to their full individual and collective potential. 

 Foster a bold and innovative spirit in our teaching, research and public service. 
 Expand our land-grant mission, so that our pursuit of knowledge and our engagement with 

partners will serve the state and nation, and address the emerging challenges of an 
interdependent, global society. 

 Affirm our abiding commitment to diversity, as represented in our community and in our 
perspectives, as foundational elements of our excellence. We shall celebrate our cultural and 
intellectual richness and be resolute in advancing inclusion and equity in our community. 

 Partner in economic development with those individuals, foundations, government entities, 
businesses and philanthropic organizations that are actively engaged in improving the economy 
of the region, state and nation, and the quality of life for all. 

 Promote a community characterized by respect, integrity, openness and responsiveness, and by 
consultation and collaboration, in which we are invested in our collective welfare and the 
responsible, sustainable stewardship of our resources. 

The life of UC Davis extends beyond teaching and study to service to the region, state, nation and the 
world, through cooperative extension to agriculture and education; the multifaceted UC Davis Health 
System; educational programs of UC Davis Extension; faculty, staff and student volunteerism; and 
athletic and cultural programs for the campus and community. Proximity to the state capital gives 
urgency and opportunity to outreach to and collaboration with state agencies and the Legislature.  

Above all, UC Davis remains committed to its human values: caring and personal relationships, and 
collaborative and thoughtful work. These special qualities are sustained by intellectual strength within a 
collegial community whose members share a deep desire for teaching and learning, and an abiding 
commitment to discovering and applying new knowledge for one principal purpose: service to society. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University of California, Irvine 
 

The distinctive mission of the University is to serve society as a center of higher learning, providing long-
term societal benefits through transmitting advanced knowledge, discovering new knowledge, and 
functioning as an active working repository of organized knowledge. That obligation, more specifically, 
includes undergraduate education, graduate and professional education, research, and other kinds of 
public service, which are shaped and bounded by the central pervasive mission of discovering and 
advancing knowledge.- from the University of California Academic Plan, 1974-1978  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University of California, Los Angeles 

UCLA's core mission can be expressed in just three words: education, research, service. 

UCLA's primary purpose as a public research university is the creation, dissemination,preservation, and 
application of knowledge for the betterment of our global society. To fulfill this mission, UCLA is 
committed to academic freedom in its fullest terms: we value open access to information, free and lively 
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debate conducted with mutual respect for individuals, and freedom from intolerance. In all of our 
pursuits, we strive at once for excellence and diversity, recognizing that openness and inclusion produce 
true quality. These values underlie our three institutional responsibilities. 

Learning and teaching at UCLA are guided by the belief that undergraduate, graduate and professional 
school students and their teachers belong to a community of scholars. This community is dedicated to 
providing students with a foundational understanding of a broad range of disciplines followed by the 
opportunity for in-depth study of a chosen discipline. All members of the community are engaged 
together in discovering and advancing knowledge and practice. Learning occurs not only in the 
classroom but also through engagement in campus life and in communities and organizations beyond 
the university. 

Discovery, creativity and innovation are hallmarks of UCLA. As one of the world's great research 
universities, we are committed to assuring excellence within a wide range of disciplines, professions and 
arts, while also encouraging investigation across disciplinary boundaries. In so doing, UCLA advances 
knowledge, addresses pressing societal needs and creates a university enriched by diverse perspectives 
in which all individuals can flourish. 

Civic engagement is fundamental to our mission as a public university. Located on the Pacific Rim in one 
of the world's most diverse and vibrant cities, UCLA reaches beyond campus boundaries to establish 
partnerships locally and globally. We seek to serve society through both teaching and scholarship, to 
educate successive generations of leaders, and to pass on to students a renewable set of skills and 
commitment to social engagement. 

UCLA endeavors to integrate education, research and service, so that each enriches and extends the 
others. This integration promotes academic excellence and nurtures innovation and scholarly 
development. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University of California, San Diego 

UC San Diego is dedicated to the advancement of knowledge through excellence in education and 
research at the undergraduate, graduate, professional school and postdoctoral levels. The campus is 
committed to community engagement, public service and industry partnerships in order to advance the 
health and well-being of our region, state, nation and the world. Our academic community of world-
renowned faculty, bright students and dedicated staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary 
collaboration and innovation which spans the globe. 

To foster the best possible working and learning environment, our university strives to maintain a 
climate of fairness, cooperation, and professionalism, which is embodied in our campus Principles of 
Community. UC San Diego embraces diversity, equity, and inclusion as essential ingredients of academic 
excellence in higher education. 
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University of California, Santa Barbara 

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also provides a 
comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Because teaching and research go hand in hand at UC 
Santa Barbara, our students are full participants in an educational journey of discovery that stimulates 
independent thought, critical reasoning, and creativity. Our academic community of faculty, students, 
and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary collaboration that is responsive to the needs of 
our multicultural and global society. Our commitment to public service is manifested through the 
creation and distribution of knowledge that advances the well-being of our state, nation, and world. All 
of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we draw inspiration, 
opportunity, and advantage from the beauty and resources of UC Santa Barbara's extraordinary location 
at the edge of the Pacific Ocean. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University of Chicago 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University of Colorado Boulder 

By the year 2030, CU-Boulder will be one of the nation’s top public research universities and a leading 
model of the “new flagship university” of the 21st century. The bold and visionary initiatives of Flagship 
2030 lay a strong foundation for the university as we redefine learning and discovery in a global context 
and set new standards in education. 

Guided by Flagship 2030, CU-Boulder is creating a new kind of national comprehensive research 
university by: 

 Delivering an unrivaled university experience 
 Transforming how we teach, discover, and share knowledge 
 Building a 21st-century learning environment 
 Promoting diverse backgrounds, perspectives, and intellectual endeavors 
 Collaborating on solutions to our greatest challenges in the sciences, arts, and humanities 
 Pursuing knowledge in service to Colorado, the nation, and the world 
 Forging new kinds of partnerships with government, community, and business 

Flagship 2030’s bold approach offers a unique opportunity for the university to inspire imagination, 
creativity, and discovery; become a global force for expanding frontiers of knowledge; exemplify the 
power of diversity; promote Colorado as a global crossroads of ideas and discovery; and prepare 
students to realize their full potential. 
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University of Florida 

The University of Florida is a public land-grant, sea-grant and space-grant research university, one of the 
most comprehensive in the United States. The university encompasses virtually all academic and 
professional disciplines. It is the largest and oldest of Florida's eleven universities, a member of the 
Association of American Universities and has high national rankings by academic assessment 
institutions. Its faculty and staff are dedicated to the common pursuit of the university's threefold 
mission: teaching, research and service. 

The University of Florida belongs to a tradition of great universities. Together with its undergraduate 
and graduate students, UF faculty participate in an educational process that links the history of Western 
Europe with the traditions and cultures of all societies, explores the physical and biological universes 
and nurtures generations of young people from diverse backgrounds to address the needs of the world's 
societies. 

The university welcomes the full exploration of its intellectual boundaries and supports its faculty and 
students in the creation of new knowledge and the pursuit of new ideas. 

 Teaching is a fundamental purpose of this university at both the undergraduate and graduate 
levels. 

 Research and scholarship are integral to the educational process and to the expansion of our 
understanding of the natural world, the intellect and the senses. 

 Service reflects the university's obligation to share the benefits of its research and knowledge 
for the public good. The university serves the nation's and the state's critical needs by 
contributing to a well-qualified and broadly diverse citizenry, leadership and workforce. 

The University of Florida must create the broadly diverse environment necessary to foster multi-cultural 
skills and perspectives in its teaching and research for its students to contribute and succeed in the 
world of the 21st century. 

These three interlocking elements — teaching, research and scholarship, and service — span all the 
university's academic disciplines and represent the university's commitment to lead and serve the state 
of Florida, the nation and the world by pursuing and disseminating new knowledge while building upon 
the experiences of the past. The university aspires to advance by strengthening the human condition 
and improving the quality of life. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 

The University of Illinois will transform lives and serve society by educating, creating knowledge and 
putting knowledge to work on a large scale and with excellence. 
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University of Iowa 

Upon founding The University of Iowa in 1847, Iowa’s first legislature entrusted it with a threefold 
mission of teaching, research, and public service. In pursuing that mission today, the University seeks to 
advance scholarly and creative endeavor through leading-edge research and artistic production; to use 
this research and creativity to enhance undergraduate, graduate, and professional education, health 
care, and other services provided to the people of Iowa, the nation, and the world; and to educate 
students for success and personal fulfillment in an increasingly diverse and global environment. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University of Kansas 

The University of Kansas is a major comprehensive research and teaching university that serves as a 
center for learning, scholarship, and creative endeavor. The University of Kansas is the only Kansas 
Regents university to hold membership in the prestigious Association of American Universities (AAU), a 
select group of 61 public and private research universities that represents excellence in graduate and 
professional education and the highest achievements in research internationally. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University of Maryland 
 
As a major asset to the State of Maryland, the University’s mission is to foster the education, critical 
thinking, and intellectual growth of its students, the creation and application of new knowledge, the 
economic development of the State, and the effective engagement of its students, faculty, and staff with 
the surrounding world. Outstanding students from Maryland, the nation, and the world are provided 
with training, habits of thought, knowledge, and skills that will prepare them to be leaders in their 
careers and global citizens. To do this, the University offers a wide range of education programs,  
generates a rich array of special opportunities, and nurtures a diverse and stimulating campus 
community. Through its emphasis on the foundational disciplines that provide the basis for 
understanding current issues, it prepares students who can think critically about society, who have 
knowledge of the history and development of ideas concerning human experience and society, and who 
are scientifically literate, technologically proficient, and globally conscious. Through extensive programs 
in research, scholarship, and the performing and creative arts, the University plays a significant role in 
advancing the frontiers of knowledge. The University places a premium on social, scientific, and 
technological innovations. These initiatives contribute to economic development, help solve major 
societal challenges, and advance human welfare. The University shares its intellectual and artistic 
resources with the community for the benefit of all. It engages in collaborative ventures with a range of 
domestic and international institutions – educational, scientific, cultural, governmental, and commercial. 
These ventures serve a variety of ends. They benefit the development of the University’s students and 
its scholarly endeavors. They provide support to the University’s partners. And they advance the overall 
welfare of Maryland and the world beyond. 
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University of Michigan 
 
The mission of the University of Michigan is to serve the people of Michigan and the world through 
preeminence in creating, communicating, preserving and applying knowledge, art, and academic values, 
and in developing leaders and citizens who will challenge the present and enrich the future. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
University of Missouri- Columbia 
 
Our distinct mission, as Missouri's only state-supported member of the Association of American 
Universities, is to provide all Missourians the benefits of a world-class research university. We are 
stewards and builders of a priceless state resource, a unique physical infrastructure and scholarly 
environment in which our tightly interlocked missions of teaching, research, service and economic 
development work together on behalf of all citizens. Students work side by side with some of the 
world's best faculty to advance the arts and humanities, the sciences, and the professions. Scholarship 
and teaching are daily driven by a sense of public service—the obligation to produce and disseminate 
knowledge that will improve the quality of life in the state, the nation and the world. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, the nation’s first public university, serves North Carolina, 
the United States and the world through teaching, research and public service. We embrace an 
unwavering commitment to excellence as one of the world’s great research universities. 

Our mission is to serve as a center for research, scholarship and creativity and to teach a diverse 
community of undergraduate, graduate and professional students to become the next generation of 
leaders. Through the efforts of our exceptional faculty and staff, and with generous support from North 
Carolina’s citizens, we invest our knowledge and resources to enhance access to learning and to foster 
the success and prosperity of each rising generation. We also extend knowledge-based services and 
other resources of the University to the citizens of North Carolina and their institutions to enhance the 
quality of life for all people in the State. 

With lux, libertas — light and liberty — as its founding principles, the University has charted a bold 
course of leading change to improve society and to help solve the world’s greatest problems. 

(Approved by the UNC Board of Governors, November 2009) 
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University of Oregon 

The University of Oregon is a comprehensive research university that serves its students and the people 
of Oregon, the nation, and the world through the creation and transfer of knowledge in the liberal arts, 
the natural and social sciences, and the professions. It is the Association of American Universities' 
flagship institution of the Oregon University System. 

The university is a community of scholars dedicated to the highest standards of academic inquiry, 
learning, and service. Recognizing that knowledge is the fundamental wealth of civilization, the 
university strives to enrich the public that sustains it through: 

a commitment to undergraduate education, with a goal of helping the individual learn to question 
critically, think logically, communicate clearly, act creatively, and live ethically  

a commitment to graduate education to develop creators and innovators who will generate new 
knowledge and shape experience for the benefit of humanity  

a recognition that research, both basic and applied, is essential to the intellectual health of the 
university, as well as to the enrichment of the lives of Oregonians, by energizing the state's economic, 
cultural, and political structure  

the establishment of a framework for lifelong learning that leads to productive careers and to the 
enduring joy of inquiry  

the integration of teaching, research, and service as mutually enriching enterprises that together 
accomplish the university's mission and support its spirit of community  

the acceptance of the challenge of an evolving social, political, and technological environment by 
welcoming and guiding change rather than reacting to it  

a dedication to the principles of equality of opportunity and freedom from unfair discrimination for all 
members of the university community and an acceptance of true diversity as an affirmation of individual 
identity within a welcoming community  

a commitment to international awareness and understanding, and to the development of a faculty and 
student body that are capable of participating effectively in a global society  

the conviction that freedom of thought and expression is the bedrock principle on which university 
activity is based  

the cultivation of an attitude toward citizenship that fosters a caring, supportive atmosphere on campus 
and the wise exercise of civic responsibilities and individual judgment throughout life  

a continuing commitment to affordable public higher education 
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University of Pennsylvania 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University of PIttsburgh 
 
The University of Pittsburgh, founded in 1787, is one of the oldest institutions of higher education 
in the United States. As one of the nation's distinguished comprehensive universities, the resources 
of the University constitute an invaluable asset for the intellectual, economic, and social enrichment of 
Pennsylvania, while the international prestige of the University enhances the image of Pennsylvania 
throughout the world. 
 
The University's mission is to: 
 

 provide high-quality undergraduate programs in the arts and sciences and professional fields, 
with emphasis upon those of special benefit to the citizens of Pennsylvania; 

 offer superior graduate programs in the arts and sciences and the professions that respond to 
the needs of Pennsylvania, as well as to the broader needs of the nation and the world; 

 engage in research, artistic, and scholarly activities that advance learning through the extension 
of the frontiers of knowledge and creative endeavor; 

 cooperate with industrial and governmental institutions to transfer knowledge in science, 
technology, and health care; 

 offer continuing education programs adapted to the personal enrichment, professional 
upgrading, and career advancement interests and needs of adult Pennsylvanians; and 

 make available to local communities and public agencies the expertise of the University in ways 
that are consistent with the primary teaching and research functions and contribute to social, 
intellectual, and economic development in the Commonwealth, the nation, and the world. 

 
The trustees, faculty, staff, students, and administration of the University are dedicated to 
accomplishing this mission, to which they pledge their individual and collective efforts, determined that 
the University shall continue to be counted among the prominent institutions of higher education 
throughout the world. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
University of Rochester 
 
Learn, Discover, Heal, Create—and Make the World Ever Better 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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University of Southern California 
 
The central mission of the university of Southern California is the development of human beings and 
society as a whole through the cultivation and enrichment of the human mind and spirit. The principal 
means by which our mission is accomplished are teaching, research, artistic creation, professional 
practice and selected forms of public service.  
 
Our first priority as faculty and staff is the education of our students, from freshmen to postdoctorals, 
through a broad array of academic, professional, extracurricular and athletic programs of the first rank. 
The integration of liberal and professional learning is one of USC’s special strengths. We strive 
constantly for excellence in teaching knowledge and skills to our students, while at the same time 
helping them to acquire wisdom and insight, love of truth and beauty, moral discernment, 
understanding of self, and respect and appreciation for others.  
 
Research of the highest quality by our faculty and students is fundamental to our mission. USC is one of 
a very small number of premier academic institutions in which research and teaching are inextricably 
intertwined, and on which the nation depends for a steady stream of new knowledge, art, and 
technology. Our faculty are not simply teachers of the works of others, but active contributors to what is 
taught, thought and practiced throughout the world.  
 
USC is pluralistic, welcoming outstanding men and women of every race, creed and background. We are 
a global institution in a global center, attracting more international students over the years than any 
other American university. And we are private, unfettered by political control, strongly committed to 
academic freedom, and proud of our entrepreneurial heritage.  
 
An extraordinary closeness and willingness to help one another are evident among USC students, 
alumni, faculty, and staff; indeed, for those within its compass the Trojan Family is a genuinely 
supportive community. Alumni, trustees, volunteers and friends of USC are essential to this family 
tradition, providing generous financial support, participating in university governance, and assisting 
students at every turn.  
 
In our surrounding neighborhoods and around the globe, USC provides public leadership and public 
service in such diverse fields as health care, economic development, social welfare, scientific research, 
public policy and the arts. We also serve the public interest by being the largest private employer in the 
city of Los Angeles, as well as the city’s largest export industry in the private sector.  
 
USC has played a major role in the development of Southern California for more than a century, and 
plays an increasingly important role in the development of the nation and the world. We expect to 
continue to play these roles for many centuries to come. Thus our planning, commitments and fiscal 
policies are directed toward building quality and excellence in the long term. 
Adopted by the USC Board of Trustees, February 1993 
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University of Texas at Austin 
 
The mission of The University of Texas at Austin is to achieve excellence in the interrelated areas of 
undergraduate education, graduate education, research and public service. The university provides 
superior and comprehensive educational opportunities at the baccalaureate through doctoral and 
special professional educational levels. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
University of Toronto 
 
The University of Toronto is committed to being an internationally significant research university, with 
undergraduate, graduate and professional programs of excellent quality. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
University of Virginia 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
University of Washington 
 
Founded 4 November 1861, the University of Washington is one of the oldest state-supported 
institutions of higher education on the Pacific coast. The University is comprised of three campuses: the 
Seattle campus is made up of sixteen schools and colleges whose faculty offer educational opportunities 
to students ranging from first-year undergraduates through doctoral-level candidates; the Bothell and 
Tacoma campuses, each developing a distinctive identity and undergoing rapid growth, offer diverse 
programs to upper-division undergraduates and to graduate students.  

The primary mission of the University of Washington is the preservation, advancement, and 
dissemination of knowledge. The University preserves knowledge through its libraries and collections, its 
courses, and the scholarship of its faculty. It advances new knowledge through many forms of research, 
inquiry, and discussion; and disseminates it through the classroom and the laboratory, scholarly 
exchanges, creative practice, international education, and public service. As one of the nation's 
outstanding teaching and research institutions, the University is committed to maintaining an 
environment for objectivity and imaginative inquiry and for the original scholarship and research that 
ensure the production of new knowledge in the free exchange of diverse facts, theories, and ideas.  

To promote their capacity to make humane and informed decisions, the University fosters an 
environment in which its students can develop mature and independent judgment and an appreciation 
of the range and diversity of human achievement. The University cultivates in its students both critical 
thinking and the effective articulation of that thinking.  

As an integral part of a large and diverse community, the university seeks broad representation of and 
encourages sustained participation in that community by its students, its faculty, and its staff. It serves 
both non-traditional and traditional students. Through its three-campus system and through educational 
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outreach, evening degree and distance learning programs, it extends educational opportunities to many 
who would not otherwise have access to them.  

The academic core of the University of Washington is its College of Arts and Sciences; the teaching and 
research of the University's many professional schools provide essential complements to these 
programs in the arts, humanities, social sciences, and natural and mathematical sciences. Programs in 
law, medicine, forest resources, oceanography and fisheries, library science, and aeronautics are offered 
exclusively (in accord with state law) by the University of Washington. In addition, the University of 
Washington has assumed primary responsibility for the health science fields of dentistry and public 
health, and offers education and training in medicine for a multi-state region of the Pacific Northwest 
and Alaska. The schools and colleges of architecture and urban planning, business administration, 
education, engineering, nursing, pharmacy, public affairs, and social work have a long tradition of 
educating students for service to the region and the nation. These schools and colleges make 
indispensable contributions to the state and, with the rest of the university, share a long tradition of 
educating undergraduate and graduate students towards achieving an excellence that well serves the 
state, the region and the nation.  

Board of Regents 
February 1981; revised February 1998  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

The University of Wisconsin–Madison is the original University of Wisconsin, created at the same time 
Wisconsin achieved statehood in 1848. It received Wisconsin’s land grant and became the state’s land-
grant university after Congress adopted the Morrill Act in 1862. It continues to be Wisconsin’s 
comprehensive teaching and research university with a statewide, national and international mission, 
offering programs at the undergraduate, graduate and professional levels in a wide range of fields, while 
engaging in extensive scholarly research, continuing adult education and public service.  

The primary purpose of the University of Wisconsin–Madison is to provide a learning environment in 
which faculty, staff and students can discover, examine critically, preserve and transmit the knowledge, 
wisdom and values that will help ensure the survival of this and future generations and improve the 
quality of life for all. The university seeks to help students to develop an understanding and appreciation 
for the complex cultural and physical worlds in which they live and to realize their highest potential of 
intellectual, physical and human development.  

It also seeks to attract and serve students from diverse social, economic and ethnic backgrounds and to 
be sensitive and responsive to those groups which have been underserved by higher education. To fulfill 
its mission, the university must:  

1. Offer broad and balanced academic programs that are mutually reinforcing and emphasize high 
quality and creative instruction at the undergraduate, graduate, professional and postgraduate 
levels.  

2. Generate new knowledge through a broad array of scholarly, research and creative endeavors, 
which provide a foundation for dealing with the immediate and long-range needs of society.  
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3. Achieve leadership in each discipline, strengthen interdisciplinary studies, and pioneer new 
fields of learning.  

4. Serve society through coordinated statewide outreach programs that meet continuing 
educational needs in accordance with the university’s designated land-grant status.  

5. Participate extensively in statewide, national and international programs and encourage others 
in the University of Wisconsin System, at other educational institutions and in state, national 
and international organizations to seek benefit from the university’s unique educational 
resources, such as faculty and staff expertise, libraries, archives, museums and research 
facilities.  

6. Strengthen cultural understanding through opportunities to study languages, cultures, the arts 
and the implications of social, political, economic and technological change and through 
encouragement of study, research and service off campus and abroad.  

7. Maintain a level of excellence and standards in all programs that will give them statewide, 
national and international significance.  

8. Embody, through its policies and programs, respect for, and commitment to, the ideals of a 
pluralistic, multiracial, open and democratic society.  

Revised statement, adopted June 10, 1988, UW System Board of Regents  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Vanderbilt University 

Vanderbilt University is a center for scholarly research, informed and creative teaching, and service to 
the community and society at large. Vanderbilt will uphold the highest standards and be a leader in the  

 quest for new knowledge through scholarship,  
 dissemination of knowledge through teaching and outreach,  
 creative experimentation of ideas and concepts.  

In pursuit of these goals, Vanderbilt values most highly  

 intellectual freedom that supports open inquiry,  
 equality, compassion, and excellence in all endeavors.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Washington University in St. Louis 

Approved by the Faculty Senate Council April 10, 2012 
Board of Trustees May 4, 2012 

Washington University’s mission is to discover and disseminate knowledge, and protect the freedom of 
inquiry through research, teaching, and learning. Washington University creates an environment to 
encourage and support an ethos of wide-ranging exploration. Washington University’s faculty and staff 
strive to enhance the lives and livelihoods of students, the people of the greater St. Louis community, 
the country, and the world. 
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Our goals are: 

 To welcome students, faculty, and staff from all backgrounds to create an inclusive community 
that is welcoming, nurturing, and intellectually rigorous; 

 to foster excellence in our teaching, research, scholarship, and service;  
 to prepare students with attitudes, skills, and habits of lifelong learning and leadership thereby 

enabling them to be productive members of a global society; and  
 to be an institution that excels by its accomplishments in our home community, St. Louis, as well 

as in the nation and the world.  

To this end we intend: 

 to judge ourselves by the most exacting standards;  
 to attract people of great ability from diverse backgrounds;  
 to encourage faculty and students to be bold, independent, and creative thinkers;  
 to provide an exemplary, respectful, and responsive environment for living, teaching, learning, 

and working for present and future generations; and  
 to focus on meaningful measurable results for all of our endeavors. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Yale University 

Like all great research universities, Yale has a tripartite mission: to create, preserve, and disseminate 
knowledge. Yale aims to carry out each part of its mission at the highest level of excellence, on par with 
the best institutions in the world. Yale seeks to attract a diverse group of exceptionally talented men 
and women from across the nation and around the world and to educate them for leadership in 
scholarship, the professions, and society. 

 

 

 

 


